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ON April 8, 2929, the Garden Club of Palin Beach met with the
Town Council and formally offered to sponsor the preparation of a

Town Plan. This offer was accepted forthwith. 4rrangements were then

made with Bennett, Parsons & Frost, Consulting Jrchitects of Chicago, and
the work was begun at once. 

On December 7, 9, 19 2,C), the Town Council approved and accepted the
completed plan and report. 

The Garden Club of Palm Beach wishes to acknowledge the aid and
cooperation in this undertaking of the town officials and citizens. 

MARION R. McKINLOCK, President
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THE PLAN OF PALM BEAC'( 71. 

P. IME growth of Palm Beach from its earliest set- 

tlement to the present time has been fostered

almost entirely by its alluring climate. The first
permanent residents sought refuge from northern

winters. 

At Palm Beach they found a combination of ad- 
vantages, awarm even climate, tempered by the Gulf
stream; the ocean with its excellent beaches and the

still waters of Lake Worth; the exotic vegetation. 

These advantages of subtropical southern Florida, 

outweighed all of its inconveniences. 

When the first railroad united this region with

the north, the significance of Palm Beach as a winter

retreat was assured. And the amazing progress of

Palm Beach in a fine way is due solely to its distin- 
guished winter residents. 

First a hotel; the present character is the result

of steady dignified growth, with beautiful estates, 
modest homes, hotels, fine shops, excellent adminis- 

tration, creditable publicworks. The fabric has been

woven in a manner approaching the ideal. 

Business and agriculture have had very little in- 
fluence in the development of this community. Busi- 
ness exists to supply necessities and luxuries and to
give service to the inhabitants and to the winter

guests. 

TRANSITION

IT while Palm Beach has been complaisant the

ffmainland has become productive. A large

quantity of valuable fruit and produce is raised and
it is cleared through the railway towns. 

Moreover migration to warm climates now takes

place on a large scale. The permanent population of

the state is growing and the winter visitors are in- 

creasing in numbers. It is not surprising then that
towns on the railroads have prospered, that West

Palm Beach has grown from a service village to a

city. 
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And so the functions of Palm Beach and other at the same time to meet the inevitable demands of

places at the water' s edge are gradually expanding

and their problems are increasing. 

THAT Palm Beach recognizes these changes, has

been evidenced in many ways. A zoning ordi- 

the ever increasing numbers corning to the back

country; that is the problem. In many ways the two
are incompatible. 

One attractive and well managedpublic bath and

beach, the concentration ofgeneral traffic upon a lim- 

ited number ofstreets, beautification without especial
nance has been in force for some time; the Garden reference to main arteries of travel, and a system of

Club has presented to the town of Palm Beach a plan

for its guidance in future public improvements; pub- 

lic spirited citizens are giving serious thought to a
public bath. 

To preserve the quiet, residential character, and

leisurely and convenient by -ways free from automo- 
biles, punctuated with gardens. this is a plan which

will localise recreation seeking crowds, discourage
trespassing, andprovide safety and quiet for residents

ofPalm Beach. 



A REVIEW OF' " I" ENDENCTES
THE f4UTOMOBILE FIND OPEN SP. 4CES

ALM BEACH has not escaped the influences which have

worked a great change in community life in the last two
decades. The development of automotive transportation

has thrust its problems upon Palm Beach as it has elsewhere. 

On the other hand the automobile has served its purpose ad- 

mirably. Its initial effect was to spread the community over an area
which would have been impracticable without speedy and flexible
transport. But the automobile is now working toward new changes
in the physical character of Palm Beach. 

Two of the large open spaces, the lands between the Breakers

and the Royal Poinciana Hotels, and the Palm Beach Country
Club, will soon be put to much more intensive use. These lands

are increasing in value. Less expensive property can be found
adequately to serve the purposes of recreation. Automobiles have

lessened the need of proximity of golf courses to built- up areas. 
There are no substantial public areas to replace the Hotel

lands. And while parks in the ordinary meaning of the word have a
very limited utility in the community life of Palm Beach, neverthe- 
less, the loss of these open spaces will be felt. The problem pre- 

sented by this inevitable change is susceptible of solution. 

THE KEYNOTE

UBLIC GARDENS or decorative parks, may be places
of great beauty and visual interest and would be an addi- 

tion to the aesthetic aspect of the community. They would

preserve its character and add greatly to its charm. As the privately

owned open spaces disappear, the public open space must replace

them to preserve the character of Palm Beach. 

There are many communities which can be said to he beautiful. 
The places in which charm is the additional attribute are very few. 

The element ofcharm is the thing which lifts a community out of the
ordinary and makes it distinctive. The attribute ofcharm may be pro- 
duced by an intelligent development ofphysical advantages in an un- 

usual way. 

The major physical advantages of the site of Palm Beach are

the Ocean and Lake Worth. Many towns and cities are similarly
situated. However, Palm Beach, originally no doubt through neces- 

sity, and later because of the nature of its community life, has its
distinguishing Lake Trail. 

So many communities offer lake and river drives and ocean
front boulevards that motoring along them, no matter how

beautiful they are, borders on
the commonplace. 

The maximum enjoyment

of Palm Beach is obtained by a

more leisurely progress through
its beauties. Such a leisurely
means of transport is the wheel

chair. The Lake Trail ideally

serves as a pathway for chairs. 
It is free from the noxious

odors, noise and dangers from

automobiles. 



A two hour ride or walk along the trails would easily carry
one from the center of the town to either the Inlet or the vicinity of
the Bath and Tennis Club and back. The extension of the Lake

Trail system along the ocean front and to these points is well
within reason. 

The use of the lake trails has not kept pace with the growth of

Palm Beach. This is not due to decreasing interest in them, but
rather to the failure in recent years to extend the trails in conform- 

ity with the broadening scope of the community. Motor roads have
been extended and have absorbed the function of one of the most
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charming and distinctive elements of the community life. Private
motor transportation is essential to comfort and convenience, but

over emphasis of that which is a commonplace element of life of

every community cannot but work toward making Palm Beach
commonplace. 

On the whole, a careful consideration of the changes which have
taken place, and changes which are eminent lead to the conclusion that

areas ofreasonable sire should be set aside as public gardens and that a
system oftrailsgiving restful access to then: and to otherpoints ofgen- 

eral community interest should be developed. 

CENTRAL MOTIF OF THE BOTANICAL GARDEN

PLAN ON PAGE la



THE PLAN

T`
4E problems which have gradualiy thrustthernwives
pon Palm Beach preimpted the Garden Club to offer a

ompreherI plan to the Town Coimcil. This offer 'was

accepied at a public mceflng on April 8, Y929. 

A. survey of condiiinn,;,, ananalysis of tendcrI and the prep- 
aration of a plan, with the cooperaiinn and advice of the Garden

Club, of the town authorities and of citizens interested in the well

being of Palm Beach,, was begun at once and the work was com- 
pleted in December, The completed plan was prff entcd to the

Town Council at a meeflng on December xg, Y929 and was
acceplc& 

A desire to 1) rcwrve and to enhance the channing character of
Palm Beach is the hc5, now of the Plan. The rwc+%,sity for improving
traffic cirodaHon and of providing safe Yvalks for IfierfI is
rec-ognjzcd as one of major importance, 

Briefly the Plan of Palm Beach prm,Adei f= 
41 erblic beach

I'ablic GaraI 4 Royanival Garden

Al , wiem qfTrails or Walks with Grade 5'eliaraliorr

The Improvewom Kfelte Street S, vowt

public Ref ifill ug., . 

THE PUBLIC BATH

a comsequence of the nicreasc, in population of Palm

C3each, and of the CorI the residents of Palm BeachA are confronted with a problem which everituaily must

be solved. This is public access to the ocean for bathing;. 

The only public hatlaing facilities have been niismanagcd by
prkatr owners and have fallen into disrepair. ' flue result has been

dkordin and a icndencv to trerpaqs upon privme propeo. p. 
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The Aqyofthe eoninouno), to it, rrvywevw owners and to hscixi­ 

rens is to provido, suitable hatbing plaeexfor thegeneratpubh4, It is
rhat Gus' Barlm be welydred and releabifitated

and xbot xqfficient addiannal land he aquired to p7ovide a royup0e, 

modern and agreeable both, and reaxonWe parking xpoce,, 
Specifically, it is suggested that two baths be built, one to re- 

place the old buildings extending from Worth Avenue to First

Street and the other extending,, to Second Street. The aructures
would be built east of the old bath

Occtlpying the present ocean boue- 

vard. the latter passing behind thern. iii

Adjoining the west side of the road
there, is room for parking. This lII i j" t' roDylle
space should be screcrtod by dense
planting. 

One of the baths would serve

the gencral public while the other

could be operated as a quasi - public

dub. The equipment should in- 

clude restanrants and a few ,-,hops. 

By means of groins the beach nIay
be, widened and protected from ero.- 

Sion. This would make possible the

widening of Ocean Boulevard as

far north as Royall Palm Way, and
Dflfliam to the Breakers property

The ra^rrroval of the pier, the

ronstruction of a wide walk, a sea

urall, romps from the bath houses

to the beach, perhaps small decor- 

ative pavilions just north and south of the bath houses, and steps

or ramps at street ends would complete such a project,, The

aggravaling conflict between private interests and the public can

be urfieved only by a flioroughgoing attempt to < okfy the puklic
need. 

An altcrnmisc plan goppo6w page) indicatc the Ocean Bou- 

levard in its prownt location in relation to the proposed public

baths. 

THE PUBLIC BATH; BOULFWARD PASSING BEHIND IT. PUBLIC BATH ON LFWV, BATH CLUB ON WONT, 

To
GARDEN AND PDOKKNATn' HETWMN. AMPI. Y. PARKING



PUBLIC GARDENS

UBLIC GARDENS are eke ou,vxtandor qnjyporrupu%, qf

Palm Beach. For reasons ui1pare obw4ons, Palm Beach

rloes not n.,quire laoge jwbfi- park and jYlqvground areas. 

la ambatraru oMooulel be aelornment. Refore privalf1v owned open

spaces disappear, partn, of them and other new ones must be dedi- 

cated to a plan of pennanent

lo,
z4rdens, SuggestJon, for this

whicrNe are CqTI bodii d in the pbn. 

Iohm !! 

ib" 904"& M Mll PM, a r "j, 044 *. IV 0 0 MW fl, M-90* 04, tetra

BOT11NICIL

G, 4RDT!,Ar

A suitable site

for a botanical gar- 

den may be found eu
between Wells Road

and the CouirytrWr

Club, exqPneling per- 

N1,' rf' nNATM PLAN OF PUBLIC BAM, BOULEVARD ON OCEAN SIDE

haps from the (' Oiowy Road to the
take. An entrance is afforded from

the ("' Ouri Road. Rradley Place if
emeodcd, would divide the pt, arc

into two parts but a hunip in the

road with a path per sinpl under- 

neath would ef anbine an at tjLACIIV r

feattue with cofNy, The lake trail

and a boat landing ensni0cies the
means of access. 

It is not Avithin the proviyux of

this book to deal with the details of

the garden i" wif, but skepches are

prescme(l as an incentive to eqeadve

thonght, No building,, except of a

aliuornature for svviceandstet ap,,c° 
would be n; qt6lcxl, but there should

be an ordedy expies-. 

Sion in the form of entfatldxsi,, a Akql, 
Steps, lighp,; and perh- opo pybim, s, 

balustvides hnd fountoms, 



POINCMN.4 G, 4RDEN

An garden -like park is proposed south of the Morido

East Coast bridge along Lake Worth. The beamiful Poinciana

Garden in its present glory, is its inspiration. 

It is believed that the Royal Poinciana Hotel will be dis- 

nwntled in a few wears, and the treatniet" siiggeited is based upon

that belief, The boulevard vxrcnding castward from the rebuilt

bddgv, a continunion of Bradley Plate, bowed wc%tefly and con- 

nceting with rx-u,mut Raw," gethcr with omnec6inns to White- 

hall are a part of the sc hctue. With the removal of the jailwav

trackw, it will he possible to elevate the new Widge somewhat so

that the lake trail may pass under it. The btidge,. approach and a

boat landing 10ong to the ) chenie, 

Thegaiden is : wxceqwble ofa varivil oftreat" writ. f, but ie isjun- 

elowental shat no path or trail crosses a highwav at, gracle , Here an

lira .Aew' r ineff to oni) hine iniegyperif &- trermen? ail`` the

street pecan with a saperb lakefiony gwden liaving all the elrynenrl, of

xqfi peelovir; an access. 

Linlmd wash this gprclo, it is,,,ugge, aed that a space e, rirnding
to the Broikvri be left open when the old golfcourse and Cocoanut

Walk have given way to other and more intensive iwcupancy. A
forvial tpoai nPent ofthis space is great1, ' ), to be desired. Two walki, 

each pawing under the propmed road, and under the Cmifu), ftcvNI, 

both ihgluly rinsed, are esNenfial parts of the plan. 

Along" the north and south edge% of this garden, cf-Mages
gerved byTni" ginal streets are!,aiggesird. Thiselement ofthe plan, 

ifearried out, will be an ouiFtanding feature of Palin RrachIt will
Ire a siobstantiA contribution to hotel life and to that of the cont- 

MIMky in fy
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FLAN OF V1. 1VAMCAL OMWEN, SEE RV; P, 20



N.1P7' G11RD1.,,'v

Along the Inlet extending from
Lake Worth to the Ocem. , there

is a strip of land under the juris- 
diction of the Inlet Convnission. 

The proper plwnring of this area
with sturdily gri th near the ocean, 

passing to l owvc ing shrubs and less
hardy trees at the lake end, will
provide a fitting germinal for the

lake trail, which it is urged should

extend to the inlet, Inlet Garden is

illustrated on page 14, 

BOTANWAL GARDEN

SEE PACE zO

LAXE WORTH IN THE FOPE( atIa' BUNT). 

BRADLEY P+LACF, H-- ! ih' rPiM4DW, WOULD

DIVIDE THE GARDEN, BUT A TIUMrP IN

T' HE ROAD WC!' H A PATH PAS -SING UNDER— 

NEATH WOULD COMBINE AN AT RAC, T' 11W", 

FEATURE WIN SAFETY. THE LAKE TRAIL

AND . A BOAT LANDING i" OMPIFTRA THE

MEANS OF ACCESS



THAII-S

THERE is every reason to believe that wheel chairs, whirM

vrcy be power dirvew, w4mrve the por of'kinlrrlt, quiet. 
ands, oje, rr,rraapa, rorrraarrrra in Palm Beach xfa  ), Yeeat of ensils

4F pravUed, The trails howtwer, must connect with all important

destimitionss and with jininis of inrcrcst. At main hipjiwa. v cross - 

MET GARM, TRAIL AND ROADS

t4 " 

inns ,grade,, can be selritited, In most in;; tanccs the trails may pass

tinder, since the clearance need not be ciyci­ 7,,, Or 8 feet. Tberoad- 
ways must be raised somewhat and the trails Aighd, d(.,prc­' Cd,, 

The trail systent should extend along the lake from the In- 
let Garden to the E,,vYgLAd4N: Club, across town to the Public

Bath and along the Ocean to the Bath and Tennis Club. It

should extend along the ocean with a sjjifaOilc comnection

through the Hotel gryninds to Wells Road, ("',rom town con- 

nections at Wells Road and at the Breakors round out the

14an. It would pn" ido an indqivid,, io ; ywim ofcircufmion

the value of which would be great. 

The trawls need he but 12 J;U.: t wide and the cost ; nchal; ng
grade.", 

with road kvildbir. They would become an inwrlraf parr, of

the gardens; an outstanding convenience., 

Along the sit ores of Lake Worth the csta blished bulkhead
line extend=; some distance into the water. It is anticipated that

the additional space will be gradtially added by the building
of the permanent sea walls. This will make pos- ibfe the em- 

bellishment ofthe Lake Trail with here and there asmaH gar- 

den, and atconve.nient po4its a boat landing. 
It is recomomneled that all lake fionwgrftont Hol, al' Palm

wqy to AForth 4venu., be con, Zwo& d for par.f jmq+Orl" J% The
current t,, er/ irwf( anddisooer to the trail phen, 

THE STRE' E,T SYSTEM

AHF Street system of Palm Beach is Mirriple in its at-. 

tangcnioru, The Comit), Road is and nln, iw; will be

the impomim arrery. The main lines of phtough
traffic flow are ail, Png the ( 1() j" jjr),r Road to and from the



hridgc,w. The South

ern Boulcv; ard bridge

I
was an intelligent

addition to main- 

land connecaicti

It should e° educe

through tea c move- 

ment in the dorvn- 

town area. 

Future bridges north of the Horida East Coast bridge on the

other hand would increase this traffic. No such cotali either

across Lake Worth or across the inlet should be built until the de- 

mands ofPasture through traffic cannot be satisFwd in some other

manner. 

7"hrou,tala motor 1pr'9a,slN>rratiort, like rail. rJc aaelldelzrreA^ lad rf f r on

the mainland bjr Ividi the r.tiveing rearcds or by erratinp seer, trurek
hit; hra, ri s' ro, o, n time to time, clad the islands should be se.,rs a; al hysfrurs„ 

P:(,ftw miles of'ocean and island boulevord here aced there evil( servefsr
recreation onuvring and is 1.,V Frit the best plan fear both womriea' and
m aidi

THE COUNTY RO. 4D

The main artery of Palm Beach is the Count v R.nartrl, a'> 0hcially" 
Palm Reach Avenue. 

Because of its

locadcin, the (: each'- y
Road serves this pur- 

pose with better ef- 

fect and with less

damage to abuttitapl

proptertic, than any

other route. 

It has of gra vs deem

the main erallic• route ofthe r: arltara'venil? and the rlawe° riarr along it have

been vrrelar°d, r^ rr,l aer'rrvlirra, P% r. In the more intrusively built up areas
the pnropr..rt.ics abutring, upon it have been, or c',, entually will be
used for businc:, i. In residential sectiow, the houscs are so placed

that the ncaise and fumes from the road do not cause seslons incon- 

vonienr o, or they, are screened by walls and shrubbery to accom- 
plish that end. 

That part of the I. olowv Road which Iles rhocth ref aiXrells' Road, 

inc'hOng not only the roatdca a), but the Hg1lr- r' af wvay can be wadi
ened r irbout great cxpense. This should be done,, and at the same

time the dangerous curves should be eliminated for traffics afetcr. 

Bmrta'{°ren Wells Road and Sunset avenue it has a r'<aadvc'« tny

width of Io feet. This width is arnple. But the total width of the

right of v9r ay of this portion off the street allows room for sidmw' callcv 
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only 5 feet wide. While for one- half block between Everglades and
Seminole Avenues on the west side of the street, no space at all is

left for sidewalks, there being a wall one foot away from the curb. 
In order property to serve the abuning properties, especially

if they are ever to be used for business, the sidewalk space should
be increased to at least to feet. 

A suggested means ofacquiring the additional space forpublic
walks at little cost to the public -- is arcading the buildings out

over 2 feet of the existing public space in return for the dedication
of or more feet of walk space. This procedure would place the

outside of the arcade 3 feet back from the curb of a 5a -foot

roadway, Under this arrangement there should be a walk 8 or
to feet wide under the arcades. 

Between Sunset Avenue and Main Street for one block, the

existing roadway is but 38 feet wide. The east curb is almost in line

with the east curb of the roadway to the north, which produces a

decided offset in the roadway as well as a point of constriction. The

parking of vehicles, at the curbs between Sunset Avenue and Main

Street cuts the effective roadway down to z2 feet. Vehicles corning
from the north and slowing down to turn into Main Street still
further congest this point in the street. 

As soon as possible the street should be widened in this block

by the - acquisition of sufficient property on the west side of the

street to permit the widening of the road way to 5o feet. This would
place the curb at the present building line on the portion of the
west side of the street which is not at present arcaded over the side- 

walk. It would be necessary to remove the arcade and to extend

the walk through a new arcade in the existing buildings., 
From Main Street to the south line of the Florida East Coast

property the existing roadway is about 47 feet -wide. 
Under any plan of development of the Hotel properties, which

may be adopted, it is highly improbable that the property fronting
on the County Road will be improved for business. To separate the
lake from the ocean at this point by a solidly built business strip
would be unfortunate. Its best use is residential. However, the

County Road at this point is heavily traveled, and generally this is
incompatible with residential occupancy. But here two 2 -7 - foot
roadways with a 2,14,00t park strip between them, to -foot curb
planting and 6 -foot sidewalks on each side, with deep lots facing the
street will achieve thepurpows of miminizing the objection to traffic. 

From Barton Avenue to Sea View Avenue the roadway is 46

feet wide with sidewalk spaces 5 feet wide. This width of roadway
is sufficient, but the walk space should be increased to zo feet, as it

has been between Sea View Avenue and Roypil Palm Way. 
The treatment of the Town Hall Plaza is illustrated herein in

detail. 

AIR MAP OF PALM RFACH



The CountyRoad

from Chilian Avenue

to Worth Avenue

has a roadway 51
feet wide and side - 

1 walk spaces of 5 feet. 
W, VMto pooNi N, The abutting

properties are for the

most part vacant, but

a building has been erected at the northeast corner of Worth
Avenue which is little more than 5 feet from the curb. This

example illustrates the necessity for wider sidewalks in business

areas. Future husiness along this street should rocagniTe the needfiw
walks at leass 2 o feet wide. 

The Cotfrity Road south of Worth Avenue for a distance of
several miles has a pavement about 30 feet in width, At least one

sidewalk is the immediate need. 

It is reta" imended that the County Roadfir its entire, length in

Pabn Beach be increased to a minimum width ofgo feet for the road- 
way and to feet for each sidewalk including planting, and that the
radius ofcurves be increasedas shown on the street platy. Whereprac- 

ticabLe two 27 -hoot roadwqyj are recommended u4th a central park strip. 

OCE.4N BOVLEV. 4RD . 4ND THE OCE, 4N FRONT

There are two extreme attitudes which might be assumed in

regard to the development of the ocean front of Palm Beach. One

is that the highway should extend along the entire ocean front for
continuous high speed travel, where the seascape presents itself in

all its beauty. 

The other insists upon entirely closing off the ocean front so

that the enjoyment which it offers can be had in comparative quiet

and seclusion. 

Where the desires of a large number of people with divergent. 

ideas as to what constitutes enjoyment, must be satisfied, extreme

attitudes cannot he assumed to useful purpose. This is particularly

true in a community where recreation, rest, quiet and enjoynwnt of

life are the principal reasons for its bcing,. 

As a busy traffic.way an ocean front road is not ideal. The very
fict that a view is offered points to a serious oblection. Concentra- 

tion upon driving is difficult,; accidents are promoted.. Here moder- 
ation suggests occasional stretches of ocean front road for restful

driving and a continuous artery for through traffic behind it. 
Through traffic should be discouraged in areas of recreation. 

While the ocean boulevard has no cross vehicle traffic, its own



traffic is dangerous to people bent upon leisure. With motor cars

constantly increasing in numbers and speed, they can no longer be
mixed with recreation crowd , To safeguard access by the people
to the ocean and to beaches is one thing, but to operate miles of
speedway at the water' s edge is quite another. 

This problem is confronting park authorities throughout the
land. Motorists who haven' p the time to detour to seek places of

great beauty, or occasionally to visit them on foot, cannot feel

aggrieved if the opportunity is lost to them. In resolving this prob
lens one must differentiate between transportation and recreation, 

even though they are sometimes combined in one operation. 
The transportation needs of Palm Beach dictate that the ocean

boulevard be improved from the south to the bridges. South from

Worth Avenue to Vita Serena there is a need for two highways. In

this locality there are tw,o, and they should be maintained. It is
true that the Ocean Boulevard is decidedly objectionable to the
public bathing beach, but the latter will be made tenable by locating
the roadway west of the bath houses at the public bath. 

If a walk or chair trail is provided along the cast edge of the
boulevard with a curb high enough to insure pedestrian safety, 
traffic may then share the water front with recreation. 

From Barton Avenue south to the Public Bath the Ocean

Boulevard should be

widened where nec- 

essary to proridea
ininitnurn roadway

width of 4o feet, 

m From Barton

Avenue north the
vz

road should be ex - 

18

tended through the

Florida East Coast

property, The route
of this street is

largely a part of the
golf course. 

The Ocean

Boulevard may well
be extended to con- 

nect with that section between Sunrise Avenue and Wells Road for

local use. It finds justification as a leisure drive in its service to the

residents of seven blocks of property. 
The connection begins south of Grace Trail, and cuts across

vacant property at the northwest corner of Sunrise Avenue and
Ocean Boulevard, Between Sunrise Avenue and the north line of

the hotel lands it would pass almost entirely over developed prop- 
erty. The existing improvements, however, do permit the selection
of a route where houses are for the most part obsolescent and in- 

expensive. The street would connect with the main Ocean Boule- 

vard west of the Breakers Hotel. The situation north from Wells

Road is quite different. Here the holdings are large and generally
extend from the ocean to the lake. 

Until the storm of 1928 there were 5 miles of ocean road along
the total of 6 miles of ocean front extending from the Bath and
Tennis Club to the inlet. Of the one mile of frontage without the

road, about one half is in several ownerships and the other half is

Florida East Coast property. This status of the ocean front pro- 
vided too small a section of the whole to serve the people who

desire to enjoy the ocean in semi - seclusion and in safety,, It is

insufficient adequately to ." 6sly the needs of the



The question is recommended improvements in Cocoanut Row and in the existing
one of deciding section of Bradley Place are shown on the Plan. 
whether or not almost

the entire water front

should continue to be

preempted by a speed- 
t: 

peed- 

e

way. Here again the
extreme view should

OCEAN BOULEVARD IS A SERIOUS PUBLIC give way to modera- 
CHARGE

tion. 

It is recommended that Ocean Boulevard between Wells Road

and the Country Club be abandoned as a highway. 

The roadway which formerly existed along this section of

ocean frontage was removed in r928 by storm and is now impass- 
able. Its replacement and maintenance would be a large item of ex- 

pense to be borne by the community. 

COCOANUT RO[ r1 BRADLEY PLACE

As a secondary street to relieve the County Road, the exten- 

ion of Cocoanut Row to Bradley Place, and the ultimate continu- 
o6on of the latter to the inlet is an obvious route. By swinging

the connecting link westward so as better to serve Whitehall
and to give immediate access to the garden, the need is supplied

by one instead of two new streets through the hotel grounds. 
nd to preserve the unity of the gardens is obviously desirable. 

Noreh of Wells Road there is no urgent demand for the ex- 

tension, but when division of the large holdings, or any of them
takes place the tine of the road should be established, so that the

ultimate result will be a continuous street of adequate width with- 

out jogs or sharp curves. This width should be at ) east Go feet. The

ROYAL PALM WAY

It is proposed to widen the right of way to rgo feet, the first

stage of this improvement extending from the bridge to the County

Road. This may be accomplished by stages; first by maintaining
the building line of zg feet and later by removing the few buildings
which nowextend beyond it. Meanwhile the new curb line Wray be es- 
tablished. A plan in detail is shown herewith. The middle parktvav

should not be changed under any consideration from its present Ividth. 

Royal Pahn Way is a monumental entrance to Palm Beach and
as such four rows of Royal Palms will give it fitting dignity. 

PROPOSED C,4VSEIVAY BOULEV,4RD AND

MAIN STREET

A new crosstown boulevard is proposed to parallel Main Street

on the hotel property. This boulevard should lead directly to the
County Road and should connect with the Ocean Boulevard. It

may be treated in the same manner as Royal Palm Way, as the north
entrance to Palm Beach. When this improvement is carried out, 

andtheoldstructures

along the south side

of Main Street are

replaced, the new

bindings should be

boa, set back to provide
oq

a wider roadway and °" °^,„ i

uIIa new south side- °''"''°'' 4

walk In Main Street. THE Pli HAS BEEN NEGLPr_I KD

r, 19
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TRAFFIC

d'" V RAHIC reyi4e, some measure of coolrol, eop

pisk,
111- 

signals, aiking limitations, speed regulation, tuirk and
pas onger wpavaIion. The science of traffic corI is

passing thrmigh an exrwHincrual ,& age in many Ulti- 

igtaick there will be grade separmion throughour the CojrIItyy, at

important highway cro" ings and in congested centers. I lowcver, 
22 1

in pahnn Beaq+, Wciv and convenience are inaimr., of ieguhnion

and road capacio rather than grade sepasaticn% 

FIA' 41FIC SIGNALS

Swp and go sigpwlc should never be siiapvnded at than center -of
an interreciion. Where dwy are requited . hey shoWd be bpratA at
the four corners, urJerss there are s,A, kv islands. NVherc wo hwwl- 

Ming streets have middle park ,xtf,jPS OfIA.Il) qlanvial widd: a s4fery
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THE LAVIF VI ORVY IK0 OF ROYAL PALM WAY

Wand at tate center of The 4im! v ecgion in desirable. Wiadr this ex- 

cep6rtn gdaru' ur shoidd hn no ogvwarucdon at a e: v' ana gggm cerareu' a If
orra n, rcunnapu' srrects or : tdi ° a of uhern us wide. enough to contain

u angatdx,, th urdeeatolad be lo -n uvei an line with rite cumin of tita

cr,ss street. In such ¢nsr6ar' ur.::rc the 1proproea ppiRce for, traffic sdguuak us

on ggwe Wand% . k gaaxg a iltrvouupgh street such as the fW ouangy Road, 

uppnaak shouts flash gal° rtr, ae, ssivvly

TherarhavId lar. no ray„ mrda whru . Jela, aaarn not pg8crosaaryb To call

attention to the tlauvsuugh street pry means of a aCaudoun" fight is
sufficietac until rite fl uo ugh street tirad'lM:, becomoi so conintroaus as

to act as a dsanruet to safe ¢:'.ms-ra ng, 'ln deraH, trraffk lights need have
caw;# and gireen supgn r % oniy, but at clue imerval ofchangingingw all dvnvr- 

don showpad be nd„ to guoa dt safe cio, uu' ng, and to w' Ir paradrn, ttruanx

an op' ups Irrtuuvuatw to e: uoures. TWS hnerrruaal atttnst be craned to meet. both
trio. ndatinons, 

No irratterrrcada: on should be i -x doa:. cd wvruuqu ' liFw'k nurrnf• ss d cy : au'e
tdo( pur; urre in nuambeT, and pneopaer un gami;: utiirouv. CDo' llucr ru, a, the cor wr

safer wi draw iheuw, ,°DaxayeeNvwJ4 nigYh 4A r ',,• t, And out wn: l

mw; umuYl no u aavoifr a awr r• fian g 4th vt e a ke ur a r a mt) Can

noe & gag Moreover ttlhe.y truaust drr ho nips, so N glh, fox a ( av r'(.' r
drat floc v eannarm he observed and ; ead xu daysnu ttNnua , aMsqumW:w:, VAnaarc. v„.. 

driedu^ ¢ Ir cowa, it d, k cgosc to the

4RKINC; 

Ge: une. raHy, parking in a sr:eeaet skwuM 1w di4ouragrd,' u h ttd , ky
in a through ra°t or to a quiet r arlcincr street And sau cHead

q , q sum itl pagkingis the last relic of thehino p orc . vr d a, s Vt tw ad vm g ei
ouus and presupposes laratg ww.. Duvgotua.& Ipardranrpl„ on I tsrc n, rr„ 
qal w °.”, heanuttuduuq, xrduuc > it to the ae Ytfict n: level ofan op ^ n g - 

cage or a vacant dor devoted to the agiup'kLy olf uused cars. 

United pad6ng arroldxrl to the a; trorlr no adruanqua w180 p; a°„^ ua;, uuY, an

gannrdnesa areas for some time ear cornu ' TTo r^6r; r',na m, k vaiGurcny+ ethcr

s,io ' 
I

Jl flJ  ' fP ii r w ypYa

rilii
a i (/'/vi%y 
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whewei I iere is no mass

inn space must be
provided off the

streeto In luavT), leAval- 
ides it ' pendel be , Mess

ofjn lir fimels to pro- 

WALIA AND PIANTMC, OBSCUR9 VISHIMITY
vide pp4hpg loh's at
fiellm?i intervals than

lo widen andpgye maly hirwks ef,; uvee to serve as a gar%ge, On

the whole, parking is a matter of regulation from hour to hour, 

from day to day. And in Palm Beach it is seasonal. 

GENE,R, 4,L

It is needle as to say that curb radii should be as long as prac- 
ricm' 4c. The larire"' t pas-wnger car can turn on a ? q- fo a radius but
with narrow sidervaRq this radius is not possible, In such cases the

miruwum rae.-Rus shoukf be eqv, pll to the vkldii of the from

curb to proper", line. 

On corner Ines all lwrhfi, a " I's, yvalli and ploefR 4wo'd he k: 

back to a diagonertfirpe vevfin aT across the corner at . L

miniqmnn lenph of the

diagowil at a square ( or go,) intersect inn si-muld be io feet. 

Speed regubtion in Urn Beach will follows,, the Prm,ad roming

into vope elscwhere. Its pjaarps) St, is I kivrver, ;tpapeed Hnliw­ 

tion rimy have a hy- product, Tlw',)njvh traffic should be kept awcM"" 
from the Ocean Boolevnrd north of Wa Serema for the sound rea- 

son that the function of the Ocean Boulevard and of the bew- h is

rocroaunnaL The speed limit Mong the Ocean BoOov,-ord should be
mateHatly lower than along the Comn: N+ Road. 

The phnning of street name Fign% direoional sAgn
and street Hghtmg should be approiched with both prposc and

bemny in mind. Direcrdom0 sdgns ffir throveh tra.ffic to the swnh.. 
ern Botilevard Bridge, and to the Comi y Road at Vita Srvcma



would be purposeful. Street name signs, attached to lighting
standards at the « near cornea, where possible, are desirable. Cast

aluminum, with raised letters and painted, are lasting. 

Lighting standards where there are trees should be designed with

the light extending beyond the curb into the roadway. The modern

practice of selecting the material most adapted to its intended
use suggests steel or wrought iron. Modern standards built with

flat steel plates, laminated as indicated on the plan of Royal Palm

Way, are suggested gradually to replace cast iron and concrete. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

THE TO IFN HALL

ETWEEN Australian and Chilian Avenues the Town

Hall is located upon a lot which divides the roadways

of the County Road. Upon a similar plot in the block to
the north a beautiful fountain has been erected. The effect of these

improvements is a widening in the County Road for two blocks. 

In many ways the selection of the Town Hall site is unfortunate. 
The principal criticism is that an element of traffic danger has

been introduced. On the other hand, to purchase a new site and to

build a new town hall would be costly. 

The building is creditable and its situation is imposing. If
therefore certain changes in the street arrangement can be brought

about to increase traffic safety and to add to the beauty of the sur- 
roundings, such changes should be carefully considered. 

The plan recommended provides, for widening along both Sides of

the Town Hall Plata and encouraging the construction of sidewalk
arcades between Bra?dian and Chiban Avenues. It is proposed to

establish new lines not parallel to the existing, but to have the
maximum width between buildings ar Australian Avenue. From this

corner northward and southward the lines would converge slightly. 
The effect thus produced is somewhat informal and interest- 

ing, while the traffic difficulty is solved. Upon approaching the
plaza, the facade of the arcaded buildings for an entire block would

come into view. 

The work may be done progressively. Unfortunately a build- 
ing has recently been erected at the northeast corner of Australian
Avenue and the County Road. But the balance of the plan easily

may be carried out. The cost of this project is small as compared
with the relocation of the Town Hall. 

THE POST OFFICE

Along the County Road there is another opportunity for ar- 
chitectural interest. This is between Main Street and the proposed

boulevard a short block south of it. At the intersection of the boule- 

vard with the County Road a plaza is suggested. Framing the
north end of this plaza two buildings, one on each side of the

County Road, would have imposing settings. 

Either of these would be satisfactory as a site for the Post
Office. The one not so used may be improved with a Library and

community center. 

And they should be i
built of similar mate- 

rials of about equal

mass, and otherwise

should be in archi- 

tectural harmony. 
Y

This corner is a

convenient place for a

Post Office, no more SIDEWALKS NEED GREATFR CONSIDERATION

25



so perhaps than other corners farther south. But it is on the main

traffic artery; it has direct access to the causeway for mail handling,; 
is near the year- round Main greet business district. On the whole

the advantages of the she, with no improvements in the way of

creating a fine setting, are outstanding. 

N0 land area in Palm Beach is extensive enough for use

as an airport. Land planes may be provided with fields
on the mainland. However, Lake Worth is an ideal air

port for sea planes and amphibians. 

There are several sections of the lake shore where landing
ramps may be built, but none offers the opportunity for hangars and

service buildings without becoming objectionable to neighboring
occupancy. 

Just south of the Royal Park Bridge, amphibian ramps are

being constructed at the water' s edge. Adjoining and north of the
Florida East Coast bridge is another site for an amphibian ramp. 

Here the service space and shelters and perhaps hangars may be
located under the proposed bridge, which should be somewhat

higher than either of the existing structures. 
Of the two sites, the last named is preferred. Its neighbrwhood

is commercial and its proximity to the hotels makes it more de- 
sirable than the Royal Park Bridge site. 

For private use there is no doubt but that sea planes will find

landing docks at many points along the lake, but for purposes of

public transportation the station with service facilities should be

given further study, as to location and as to the architecture of
necessary structures. A main air terminal, with complete service
facilities in West Palm Beach or in Lake Worth on a small island

adjoining the Florida East Coast bridge rebuilt, should be con- 
sidered. The last named location could be approached with safety
from all sides. 

In any event no landings should be situated between the
bridges, and the use of Lake Worth as a boat harbor must be fully
considered. 



of Entirely unnoticed, except as an expanse of

coast without a harbor, doing through the roman- 
tic era of Juan Ponce de Leon, Diego Miruelo, 
Panfilo de Narvael, ferainando de Soto, Tristan

de Luna, Jean Ribaut, Pedro Menindq de, 4vilis, 
Sir Francis Drake, possessed by Ferdinand 11... 
Charles III, George III, Charles IV, Ferdinand

VII, Palm Beach awakened to fwd itselfin a new

commonwealth of an almost new sovereignty. 

1, From Tampa to Jupiter in the forties, a jungle
trail, reptiles, wild animals, Seminoles. 4t the

journeys end a solitary Zghthouse and its keeper. 

At the close ofthe Civil War, the advent of home- 
steaders, adventurers. In ',78 a hundred and more

to enliven a fiesta in celebration of 2o, 000 ship- 

wrecked cocoanuts., the seed of Florida' s patens. 

Usual problems ofpioneers in an unusual setting, 
a paradise. Foundered clippers to salve. Post

office, z8.78. School, z886. Thrill -seeking tourists
to the first hotel, z8g2. 

Of From Eau Gallie to Palm Beach, in the nine- 
ties, a railroad. At the terminal the new and gor- 

geous Royal Poinciana, 64o bedrooms, a mag- 
nificent casino, an extraordinary rotunda.)) Home- 
steaders learn the meaning of$ i 000 an acre. Can - 
currently $ 3o, 000 from Mr. Henry M. Flagler
for land to found a town on the mainland, there

to establish , The S(yx,, and necessary business, 
the better to conserve Eden across the lake. 

The Ponce de Leon had previsioned the Royal

Poinciana. Palm Beach Inn, the original Break- 

ers, followed closely, and Palm Beach began to

grow in reputation if not in site, since not until
z,9i i a7dirs rbirri- one Men qualified voters decide

ro incorporate. 

The Palm Beach of the third epoch was con- 
ceived as a playground, and it has achieved dis- 

tinction. In its allurement ties its insecurity. 
H. T. F. 


