
TOWN OF PALM BEACH 
 

Town Manager’s Office 
 

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

TOWN HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS-SECOND FLOOR 

360 SOUTH COUNTY ROAD 
 

AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2013 
 

9:30 AM 
 
For information regarding procedures for monitoring or participating in Town Council Meetings, 
please refer to the end of this agenda. 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Gail L. Coniglio  
David A. Rosow, President 
Robert N. Wildrick, President Pro Tem 
William J. Diamond 
Richard M. Kleid 
Michael J. Pucillo 
 

II. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. COMMENTS OF MAYOR GAIL L. CONIGLIO 

IV. COMMENTS OF TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS AND TOWN MANAGER 

V. COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS – 3 MINUTE LIMIT PLEASE 
(Another opportunity for communications from citizens will be offered 
immediately after the lunch break.) 

 

TENTATIVE - 
SUBJECT TO 
REVISION 
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VI. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. RESOLUTION NO. 4-2013 A Resolution of the Town Council of the 
Town of Palm Beach, Palm Beach County, Florida, Ratifying and 
Confirming the Determination of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission that the Property Known as 159 Australian Avenue Meets the 
Criteria Set Forth in Ordinance No. 2-84, Also Known as Chapter 54, 
Article IV of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach; and 
Designating Said Property as a Town of Palm Beach Landmark Pursuant 
to Ordinance No. 2-84, Also Known as Chapter 54, Article IV of the Code 
of Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach.  [John Page, Director of 
Planning, Zoning and Building] 

VIII. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS 

A. Appeals 
 

None 

B. Time Extensions & Waivers 
 

None 
 

C. Variances, Special Exceptions, and Site Plan Reviews 
 

1. Old Business 
 

a. VARIANCE #31-2012  The application of Fred Latsko; 
relative to property commonly known as 320 Polmer Park 
Road; described as Lot 8 of POLMER PARK, according to 
the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 27, Page 53 of the 
Public Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in 
the R-B Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting a 
variance to build a one-story accessory pool cabana 
containing 520 sq. ft. which will result in a lot coverage of 
35.98% in lieu of 32.67% existing and 30% maximum 
allowed.  The proposed pool cabana would also result in a 
landscaped open area of 34.66% in lieu of 37.98% existing 
and 45% minimum required. 
[Attorney:  M. Timothy Hanlon] 

 [ARCOM Recommendation: Motion to recommend approval 
of the variance failed 3-2 as there were not enough members 
present to obtain the four affirmative votes necessary.] 
Deferred from the December 12, 2012, Town Council 
Meeting. 
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2. New Business 
 

a. MODIFIED VARIANCE #30-2012   The application of 
James D. Berwind; relative to property commonly known 
as 320 Island Road; described as Lot 1 and Lot 2 and the 
East 15 feet of Lot 3, ISLAND ROAD DEVELOPMENT 
ADDITION to the Town of Palm Beach, according to the 
Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 18, Page 35 of the 
Public Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in 
the R-A Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting 
variances to have a swimming pool 4.25 feet from the mean 
high water line in lieu of the 10 foot minimum required, 
and, to have a portion of the front wall at a height of 8 feet 
in lieu of the 6 foot maximum allowed.   
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
b. SPECIAL EXCEPTION #1-2013 WITH SITE PLAN 

REVIEW   The application of JP Morgan Chase Bank NA; 
relative to property commonly known as 411 South 
County Road; described as Lengthy legal description on 
file; located in the C-TS/C-WA Zoning Districts.  The 
applicant is requesting site plan approval for an automatic 
teller machine to be installed in the existing drive-in service 
facility, modification of a portion of the remote teller 
building for the purpose of adding to and modifying the 
existing pneumatic tube equipment and relocating and 
adding safety bollards.  The proposal would eliminate the 
windows, teller drawer and awning from the remote teller 
building.  The building will not be used for bank 
employees.  Services will be provided to drive-up teller 
customers by employees inside the main bank building via 
audio/video connections.  A special exception is requested 
to modify the previous approval of the drive-in service 
facility in the C-WA zoning district for the purpose of 
adding an automatic teller machine.   
[Attorney:  Noreen S. Dreyer] 

 
c. SPECIAL EXCEPTION #2-2013 WITH VARIANCES   

The application of Rami Yoram Weisfisch and Pnina 
Apolonia Weisfisch; relative to property commonly known 
as 280 North Ocean Blvd.; described as The North 65 feet 
of Lots 37 and 37A, the South 65 feet of Lots 36 and 36A, 
except that part of Lot 36 lying West of the line projected 
due North with East line of Lot 38, ADAMS ADDITION 
TO THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH, according to the Plat 
thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 7, Page 68, Public 
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Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in the R-
B/B-A Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting a 
special exception to construct a 323.9 square foot beach 
cabana on property across the street from the main 
residence, which is in the R-B Zoning District.  Variances 
are requested to construct a beach cabana and swimming 
pool with an 8.08 foot west side yard setback in lieu of the 
10 foot minimum setback required; to construct a 422.5 
square foot loggia addition to the west side of the house 
that will have a 9.94 foot side yard setback from the 
property line in lieu of the 15 foot setback required; to 
construct two (2) loggia additions totaling 609 square feet 
(MOL) that will increase the cubic content ratio to 4.37 in 
lieu of the 4.32 existing and 3.76 maximum allowed.  
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 
[Landmarks Preservation Commission Recommendation:  
Implementation of the variance will not cause negative 
architectural impact to the subject property. Carried 6-0.] 

 
d. SPECIAL EXCEPTION #4-2013 WITH SITE PLAN 

REVIEW MODIFICATION   The application of 
Bethesda-By-The-Sea Episcopal Church; relative to 
property commonly known as 141 South County Road; 
described as PENDLETON TR E G LTS 1 THRU 8; 
located in the R-B Zoning District.  The applicant is 
requesting to modify a special exception use and site plan 
approval to enclose an existing “tea house” in the center of 
the property and add an ADA approved access ramp.  
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
e. VARIANCE #1-2013   The application of Lisa Hedley 

(contract purchaser); relative to property commonly known 
as 173 E. Inlet Dr.; described as Lot 23 SEA ISLE 
ESTATES, according to the Plat thereof as recorded in the 
Plat Book 25, Page 89, Public Records of Palm Beach 
County, Florida; located in the R-B Zoning District.  The 
applicant is requesting a variance to allow the proposed 
swimming pool with a front yard setback of 12.5 feet in 
lieu of the 25 foot minimum required.   
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
f. VARIANCE #2-2013   The application of 700 North Lake 

LLC, James Goldrick, Manager; relative to property 
commonly known as 324 Cherry Lane; described as Lot 
11, CHERRY LANE, according to the Plat thereof as 
recorded in the Plat Book 23, Page 75, Public Records of 
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Palm Beach County, Florida, except that part of Lot 11 
described as follows:  Beginning at a point in the S line of 
Lot 11, 40 ft westerly from the SE corner of Lot 11, thence 
E 40 ft to the SE corner of Lot 11, thence run N 80 ft to a 
point in the E line of Lot 11, thence run Westerly at right 
angles from the E line of Lot 11 to a point 16 ft from said 
East line of Lot 11, then run Southwesterly to a point and 
the place of beginning; located in the R-B Zoning District.  
The applicant is requesting a variance to allow accessory 
structures (perimeter fence, site lighting, gates and 
associated operating equipment) to be built on a parcel of 
land that has no principal residence as required by Code.  
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
g. VARIANCE #3-2013   The application of Gregory S. 

Kino, Esq.; relative to property commonly known as 400 
Arabian Road; described as Lot C and a portion of Lot D, 
LAKE FRONT ADDITION TO BOCA RATONE 
COMPANY’S INLET SUBDIVISION, according to the 
map or plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 18, Page 5, of 
the Public Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located 
in the R-B Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting a 
variance to allow the installation of four triple-pile dolphin 
piles associated with an existing dock that will be 49 feet 
from the bulkhead in lieu of the 6 foot maximum allowed.  
[Attorney:  Gregory S. Kino] 

 
h. VARIANCE #4-2013   The application of Virginia L. 

Mortara; relative to property commonly known as 319 El 
Vedado Road; described as Lot 52 and the West 25 feet of 
Lot 53, REVISED PLAT OF JUNGLE POINT ADDITION 
TO THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH, according to the plat 
thereof as recorded in Plat Book 18, Page 21, of the Public 
Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in the R-A 
Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting variances to 
allow construction of a 30 foot by 6 foot marginal dock 
located 10 feet from the West side yard property line in lieu 
of the 25 foot minimum set back required; to allow a 30 
foot by 6 foot marginal dock located 10 feet from the 
Northern neighbor’s South side property line in lieu of the 
25 foot minimum set back required;  to allow a vessel to be 
docked at the proposed dock, which vessel would extend 
beyond the Applicant’s North neighbor’s side property line, 
but not the Applicant’s side property line.   
[Attorney:  M. Daniel Logan] 
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i. VARIANCE #5-2013   The application of 101 Indian 
Road, LLC, Robert G. Fessler, Manager/Member; relative 
to property commonly known as 101 Indian Road; 
described as Lengthy legal description in file; located in the 
R-A Zoning District.  The proposal is to build a new, two 
story house with the following variances being requested:  
to allow the south side yard setback for the proposed 
residence to be 15 feet in lieu of the 30 foot minimum 
required for lots in excess of 60,000 square feet; to allow a 
north side yard setback for the proposed residence to be 
25.67 feet in lieu of the 30 foot minimum required; to allow 
the proposed residence to be 25 feet from the Town 
Bulkhead Line in lieu of the 51.6 foot minimum required 
when calculating the average of the houses to the north and 
south’s setback from the Town Bulkhead Line; to allow the 
overall building height to be 52.33 feet NGVD in lieu of 
the 48.39 maximum allowed when comparing the heights 
of the houses to the north and south.   
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 
[ARCOM Recommendation:  ARCOM motion to 
recommend approval of the variance failed 3-2 as there 
were not enough members present to obtain the four 
affirmative votes necessary.] 
Request for Deferral to the February 13, 2013, Town 
Council Meeting, Per Letter Dated December 26, 2012, 
from Maura A. Ziska. 
 

j. VARIANCE #6-2013   The application of Allan W. 
Kauffman and Susan M. Kauffman; relative to property 
commonly known as 159 Australian Avenue; described as 
Lot 41 and the West one-half (w ½) of Lot 42, Block H, 
REVISED MAP OF ROYAL PARK ADDITION TO 
PALM BEACH, according to the Plat thereof as recorded 
in the Plat Book 4, Page 1, Public Records of Palm Beach 
County, Florida; located in the R-B Zoning District.  The 
applicant is requesting variances to demolish a non-
conforming two story garage and rebuild a slightly larger 
garage in the same location.  The plan also includes a 
proposed loggia/covered walkway to connect the garage to 
the main house.  There is also proposed to be two additions 
to the main house to expand the master bedroom on the 1st 
floor and guest bedroom on the 2nd floor.  The proposed 
additions would require the following variances to be 
requested:  a west side yard setback of 4.4 feet in lieu of the 
15 foot minimum required and 4.4 feet existing; a rear yard 
setback of 4.25 feet in lieu of the 15 foot minimum required 
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and 2.2 feet existing; to allow a loggia addition with a cubic 
content ratio of 4.3 in lieu of the 4.0 maximum allowed and 
the 3.67 existing.  A variance is being requested to allow 
four (4) air conditioning units in the rear yard in lieu of the 
maximum of two allowed and to modify a previously 
approved variance for a carport to replace it with a new, 
larger carport with the same 8.79 foot setback in lieu of 
12.5 foot minimum required  and a pitched roof instead of 
the existing flat roof carport.  The new roof would add 3 
feet of height in the setback.  [Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 
[Landmarks Preservation Commission Recommendation: 
Implementation of the proposed variance will not cause 
negative architectural impact to the subject property. 
Carried 7-0.] 
 

k. SITE PLAN REVIEW #1-2013   The application of 
James M. Crowley, Esq. or John W. Little, III, Esq. on 
behalf of Sterling Palm Beach LLC; relative to property 
commonly known as 340 Royal Poinciana Way; described 
as Lengthy legal description on file; located in the C-PC 
Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting a site plan 
review modification to the Royal Poinciana Plaza parking 
lot due to the realignment of the new Flagler Memorial 
Bridge.  The Florida Department of Transportation has 
condemned 8,388 square feet of the Plaza’s property for the 
realignment.  The request is to restripe the Plaza, 
specifically the remaining portion of the northwest side of 
the property, to capture as many off-street parking spaces 
as possible of those which were lost.  The redesign will 
result in 208 parking spaces in the northwest portion of the 
Royal Poinciana Plaza.   
[Attorneys:  James M. Crowley, John W. Little]  
TIME CERTAIN: 2 PM 
 

l. SITE PLAN REVIEW #2-2013 WITH VARIANCE   
The application of John D. Corey; relative to property 
commonly known as 327 Barton Avenue; described as Lot 
5-F, Primavera Estates, Middle Section, according to the 
Plat thereof, as recorded in the Plat Book 7, Page 39, Public 
Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in the R-B 
Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting Site Plan 
Review to allow the construction of 2,949 square foot two-
story single family residence on a non-conforming platted 
lot which is 75 feet in width in lieu of the 100 foot 
minimum required, 85.29/87.09 in depth in lieu of the 100 
foot minimum required and 6,463 square feet in area in lieu 
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of the 10,000 square foot minimum required.  A variance is 
requested to allow construction of a new residence on a lot 
that is 75 feet in width to have a one-car garage in lieu of 
the two-car garage required for lots in excess of 75 feet in 
width.  [Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
m. SITE PLAN REVIEW #3-2013 WITH SPECIAL 

EXCEPTION AND VARIANCE   The application of 160 
Royal Palm LLC (Glenn F. Straub, Manager); relative to 
property commonly known as 160 Royal Palm Way; 
Being all of Lots 31, 32 and 33, Block F, ROYAL PARK 
ADDITION to the Town of Palm Beach, Florida, according 
to the plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 1, 
Public Records of Palm Beach County, Florida; located in 
the C-B Zoning District.  The applicant is requesting a 
modification to the site plan and special exception from the 
approved zoning application Site Plan Review #6-2012 
with Special Exception and Variances which requires 
approval from the Town Council.  The following is a list of 
the proposed changes to the approved hotel plan and use:  
eliminate the roof top sundeck on the proposed Function 
Room and create a similar roof top sundeck on the roof top 
of the hotel above the lobby.  The same approved 
restrictions would apply to the new sundeck.  Proposal is 
also requesting modification of the stairs to the spa; 
modification of the doors and roof the proposed Function 
Room and elimination of stairs to the roof of the Function 
Room; relocation of the air conditioning units on top of the 
Function Room to planter area on the east side, middle 
portion of the property; modification to the shape of the 
water wall on the south side of the pool area.  A variance is 
requested to allow a roof top sundeck on the third floor 
above the lobby of the non-conforming hotel where only 
two stories is allowed under today’s Zoning Code.  
[Attorney:  Maura A. Ziska] 

 
D. Other 

 
1. Sterling Organization’s Update Regarding Lease of Royal 

Poinciana Plaza Playhouse.  
[Adam Munder, Vice President, Business Development, Sterling 
Organization]  
TIME CERTAIN: 2 PM 
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IX. ANY OTHER MATTERS 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE:  
 

• No written materials received after 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday immediately prior to a monthly Town 
Council meeting will be included in the back-up binders distributed to the Mayor and Town Council in 
preparation for that meeting. Written materials received after 5:00 p.m. on Thursday will be separately 
distributed to the Mayor and Town Council; however, depending upon the length of the materials, the 
time of submittal, and other circumstances, the Mayor and Town Council may not be able to read and 
consider such late submittals prior to acting upon the policy matter(s) which they address. 

 
• The progress of this meeting may be monitored by visiting the Town’s website 

(www.townofpalmbeach.com) and selecting “Your Government” and then selecting “Audio (Live and 
Archived).”  If you have questions regarding that feature, please contact the Office of Information 
Systems (561) 227-6315.  The audio recording of the meeting will appear within 24 hours after the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

 
• If a person decides to appeal any decision made by this Council with respect to any matter considered 

at this meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings.  For such purpose, he/she may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

 
• Disabled persons who need an accommodation in order to participate in the Town Council Meeting are 

requested to contact the Town Manager’s Office at 838-5410 or through the Florida Relay Service by 
dialing 1-800-955-8770 for voice callers or 1-800-955-8771 for TDD callers, at least two (2) working 
days before this meeting. 

 
• Items listed on the Consent Agenda will be approved by one motion of the Town Council, unless the 

Mayor or an individual Council Member requests that any item(s) be moved to the Regular Agenda 
and individually considered.  

 
• A summary of the actions taken at Town Council meetings can be viewed on the Town’s website after 

5 p.m. on the Friday following the Town Council meeting. 
 

PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Citizens desiring to address the Town Council should proceed toward the public microphones when the 
applicable agenda item is being considered to enable the Town Council President to acknowledge you.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: Any citizen is entitled to be heard on an official agenda item under the 

section entitled “Public Hearings,” subject to the three minute limitation. 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FROM CITIZENS: Any citizen is entitled to be heard concerning any matter under the section 

entitled “Communications from Citizens,” subject to the three minute 
limitation. 

 
OTHER AGENDA ITEMS: Any citizen is entitled to be heard on any official agenda item when the 

Town Council calls for public comments, subject to the three minute 
limitation.   

 
Town Council Meetings are public business meetings and, as such, the Town Council retains the right to 
limit discussion on any issue. 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH
Town Council Meeting on: January 9, 2013

 

Section of Agenda
Public Hearings 
 

Agenda Title
RESOLUTION NO. 4-2013 A Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Palm Beach, Palm 
Beach County, Florida, Ratifying and Confirming the Determination of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission that the Property Known as 159 Australian Avenue Meets the Criteria 
Set Forth in Ordinance No. 2-84, Also Known as Chapter 54, Article IV of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach; and Designating Said Property as a Town of Palm Beach 
Landmark Pursuant to Ordinance No. 2-84, Also Known as Chapter 54, Article IV of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach.  
 

Presenter
John Page, Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building
 

Supporting Documents
l    Memorandum dated December 20, 2012, from John S. Page, Director of Planning, Zoning and 
Building 
l    Resolution No. 4-2013 
l    Designation Report for 159 Australian Avenue 
l    Excerpt from the Minutes of the Landmarks Preservation Commission meeting of December 
19, 2012 
l    Code of Ordinances 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH 
Information for Town Council Meeting on: January 9, 2013 
 
To:  Mayor and Town Council 
 
Via:  Peter B. Elwell, Town Manager 
 
From:  John S. Page, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building 
 
Re:  Landmark Designation of 159 Australian Avenue 
  Resolution No.  4 – 2013 
 
Date:  December 20, 2012 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends ratification of the property known as 159 Australian Avenue as a Town 
landmark. 
 
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
  
At the Public Hearing for Designation held during the December 19, 2012 meeting of the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, the Commission voted to recommend to the Town 
Council that the above mentioned property be designated as a landmark.  In accordance with 
Section 54-164 (11) of Chapter 54 of the Town of Palm Beach Code of Ordinances, the Town 
Council shall hold a public hearing within ninety (90) days of the final decision of the 
Landmarks Commission to consider ratification of the Commission’s recommendation. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

• The property meets the following criteria for designation as a landmark of the 
Town of Palm Beach. 

 
 Sec. 54-161 (1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or 

social history of the nation, state, county or town; and, 
 

Sec. 54-161 (3) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or 
is a specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of 
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmen. 
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Landmark Designation of 159 Australian Avenue 
Resolution No. 4- 2013  
December 20, 2012 
Page 2 
 
OWNER CONSENT 
 
Please be advised that the property owner of 159 Australian Avenue supports the landmark 
designation of the property. 
 
FUNDING/FISCAL IMPACT 
 
No direct funding is needed for this action.     

  
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 
The action proposed is consistent with the goals, objectives and policies contained in the Historic 
Preservation Element of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
TOWN ATTORNEY REVIEW 
 
Please be advised that the Town Attorney has reviewed Resolution No. 4 - 2013 relating to 159 
Australian Avenue, and has approved it as to legal form and sufficiency. 
 
attachments 
 
JSP:cmd 
 
cc: Thomas G. Bradford, Deputy Town Manager 
 John C. Randolph, Town Attorney 
 Susan A. Owens, Town Clerk 
 John Lindgren, AICP, Planning Administrator 
 pf 
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Page 1 of  3 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 - 2013 
 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PALM 
BEACH, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, RATIFYING AND 
CONFIRMING THE DETERMINATION OF THE LANDMARKS 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION THAT THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 159 
AUSTRALIAN AVENUE MEETS THE CRITERIA SET FORTH IN 
ORDINANCE NO. 2-84, ALSO KNOWN AS CHAPTER 54, ARTICLE IV OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH; AND 
DESIGNATING SAID PROPERTY AS A TOWN OF PALM BEACH 
LANDMARK PURSUANT TO ORDINANCE  NO. 2-84, ALSO KNOWN AS 
CHAPTER 54, ARTICLE IV OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 
TOWN OF PALM BEACH. 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Ordinance No. 2-84, (Chapter 54, Article IV, 

Code of Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach) the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the 

Town of Palm Beach held public hearings and recommended to the Town Council that certain 

property described herein be designated as a landmark as described in said Ordinance and Code; 

and 

 WHEREAS, after due notice to the property owner(s) affected, a public hearing was held 

at which all parties interested were given an opportunity to be heard and express their views and 

opinions with respect to the property and its designation as a landmark; and 

 WHEREAS,  the Town Council does hereby find and determine that the property 

described herein meets the criteria required by the Ordinance to designate a landmark, and shall 

be designated as a landmark; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF PALM BEACH, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, as follows: 
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Resolution No. 4 - 2013                            Page 2 of  3 
 

 Section 1.  The foregoing recitals are hereby ratified and confirmed. 

 Section 2.  The recommendation and determination of the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission as to the property hereinafter described in Section 3 of this Resolution, being 

designated as a landmark is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

 Section 3.  The landmark herein designated, pursuant to the provisions of Ordinance No. 
 
 2-84, and the provisions of the Town Code described herein, is known as 159 Australian 
 
 Avenue and the property to be landmarked is legally described as follows: 
 
 
 
LOT 41 AND THE WEST ONE-HALF (W ½) OF LOT 42, BLOCK H, REVISED MAP OF 
ROYAL PARK ADDITION TO PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 1, OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 
 
 
 Section 4.  The Town Clerk is hereby ordered to furnish the property owner of the 

landmarked property a copy of this Resolution. 

 Section 5.  Within thirty (30) days from the date of this Resolution, the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission shall cause to be filed in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds in and for 

Palm Beach County, Florida, a certificate that the above-described property comprises a 

landmark, as defined in and subject to the provisions of Ordinance No. 2-84 and the Code of 

Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach, Florida. 
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Resolution No. 4 - 2013         Page 3 of 3 
 
 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED in a regular, adjourned session of the Town Council of the Town of  
Palm Beach assembled this 9th day of January, 2013.     
 
 
 
__________________________________    _______________________________________ 
Gail L. Coniglio, Mayor   David A. Rosow, Town Council President 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Robert N. Wildrick, Council President Pro Tem 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      William J. Diamond, Town Council Member 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
ATTEST:     Richard M. Kleid, Town Council Member 
 
 
__________________________________   ________________________________________ 
Susan A. Owens, MMC, Town Clerk  Michael J. Pucillo, Town Council Member 
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159 Australian Avenue 

 
DESIGNATION REPORT 

Wednesday, December 19, 2012 
 

Landmark Preservation Commission 

Palm Beach, Florida 
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I. General Information 
 

Location:    159 Australian Avenue 
    Palm Beach, Florida 

 
     Date of Construction:  1920 
 
     First Owner:   Delwin M. Shepley 
 
     Architect:   Not Listed; Likely Contractor Designed and Built 
 
     Builder/Contractor:  Wesley A. Rhodehamel 
 
     Present Owner:    Allan and Susan Kauffman, TR 
 
     Present Use:   Residential 
 
     Present Zoning:   R B    
 
     Palm Beach County 
     Tax Folio Number:  50-43-43-23-05-028-0410 
 

Current Legal Description: Royal Park Addition Lot 41 & W ½ of Lot 42 
Block H 
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II. Location Map 
159 Australian Avenue 
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III. Architectural Information 
 
The house at 159 Australian Avenue is a good example of the Bungalow style of 
architecture that was popular throughout the United States from approximately 
1905 - 1930.  Built in 1920 of frame construction and covered with stucco, the 
house is one-and-a half stories in height with broad overhanging eaves.  Though 
the house has had a few additions and alterations, 159 Australian Avenue retains 
its architectural integrity and features elements which are defining characteristics 
of the Bungalow style. 
 
The most common features of the Bungalow style are low-pitched, gable roofs 
with unenclosed eave overhangs and exposed roof rafters or brackets.  Other 
identifying features are beams or braces under the gables, full or partial porches 
supported by square columns, dormers and contiguous bands of windows.  At 159 
Australian Avenue, the main house is covered with a low-pitched side-gable roof 
punctuated with front-gabled dormers on both the front and rear slopes.  These 
wide dormers break the large expanse of the roof line and emphasize the horizontal 
feeling that is typical of most Bungalow designs.  Both the main roof and the 
dormers have wide overhanging eaves with carved brackets, triangular knee 
braces, and attic vents.  They are also both covered with asphalt shingles.   
 

 
 
The massing and fenestration of 159 Australian Avenue are irregular.  There are 
many original wood windows with rope sash cords in either 9/1 or 6/1 double-hung 
sash glazing.  Those on the first floor front façade are 9/1 double-hung sash 
arranged in a ribbon of four windows.  The front dormer has four 6/1 double-hung 
sash windows; a pair in the center and one on each side.  All four windows have 
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louvered Bahamian shutters.  The east and west façades have original 6/1 and 9/1 
double-hung wood sash windows as well as replacement metal awning windows 
toward the rear where there have been alterations. In addition, the east façade has 
8-light casement windows flanking the exterior stepped chimney that pierces the 
wide overhanging eave.   On the first floor of the rear there are modern sliding 
glass doors and a fully glazed rear entry door, both which are replacement features.  
The rear dormer has a ribbon of three 6/1 double hung sash wood windows which 
would have provided cross ventilation with the windows in the front dormer before 
the era of air conditioning.  These windows are covered with Bahamian shutters, 
while most of the wood windows on the first floor have electric roll down 
hurricane shutters that were installed in 1993.1 
 

 
 
The porch on the Bungalow at 159 Australian Avenue is a one-bay wide entry 
porch on the southwest corner of the residence.  On the front façade the porch 
entry is formed as a very wide stucco archway.  The walls on either side project out 
from the house and have a stucco band creating the look of low piers topped with 
broad columns, which is a typical feature of Bungalow style houses. The porch is 
accessed from the south by three stairs that are flanked by walls with a curved 
stone top. The west side of the porch has a wide arched opening with a pilaster on 
the north end and is covered by the dwellings overhanging eaves and a porte 
cochere which extends from the west side of the house.  The porte cochere has 
wide eaves with carved brackets resembling those on the house and garage 
                                                            
1 Lindley Hoffman, Architect,  Plans for Alterations to Existing House at 159 Australian Avenue.  March 15, 1993. 
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apartment, but the narrow 6” x 6” chamfered wood posts indicate this is a later 
addition, and in fact it was added in 1993.2  Columns on bungalows are typically 
short, square upper columns that sit atop more massive piers. 
 

 
 
The front porch of 159 Australian Avenue originally extended the full width of the 
house with the entry stairs centered in the porch.3  When the porch was enclosed in 
1993 the center stairs were removed and built several feet to the west where they 
exist today. The original open arch on the east façade of the porch was enclosed 
and 9/1 double-hung sash wood windows were installed to match those on the 
façade.  The arch was removed and electric roll down shutters were added.  The 
original ribbon of four 9/1 double-hung wood sash windows were re-installed on 
the façade to retain the original appearance of the house.4  The current entry to the 
house is a 6-panel wood door flanked by divided sidelights.  The roof of the house 
extends over the entry and creates the porch roof. 
 
On the northwest corner of the property is a two-story, two-bay wide by four-bay 
deep garage apartment.  Like the house, the garage apartment is a frame structure 
covered with stucco, has wide overhanging eaves with the same carved brackets 
and knee braces as the main house.  It also has irregular fenestration of 4/1 and 6/1 
                                                            
2 Lindley Hoffman, Architect, Plans for Alterations to Existing House at 159 Australian Avenue.  March 15, 1993 
3 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1926 
4 Lindley Hoffman, Architect, Plans for Alterations to Existing House at 159 Australian Avenue.  March 15, 1993 
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double-hung sash wood windows, ribbons of wood casement windows and wood 
paneled entry doors.  The windows have mostly colonial-style metal shutters, 
though the ribbon of windows has electric roll down hurricane shutters.  The 
garage doors on the front façade were replaced with modern overhead garage doors 
in 1999.5  Other than that alteration and the addition of shutters, the garage 
apartment appears to have most of its original exterior features intact. 
 
 
Bungalow Style 
 
The Bungalow or Craftsman-style house was the dominant style of smaller houses 
built throughout the United States during the early decades of the twentieth 
century.  The Bungalow design originated as shelter for British travelers in India 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.6  By the time it reached the United 
States in the late-nineteenth century, the Bungalow had gained design features 
from both Japanese architecture and the English Arts and Crafts movement.  
Techniques of Japanese construction exhibited at late-nineteenth century American 
expositions, particularly the extensive display of structural members, became 
integral parts of Bungalow designs.7   
 
The American version of the Craftsman-type Bungalow originated in Southern 
California primarily through the work of the Greene Brothers, and many landmark 
examples are still found there.  Central to the Bungalow’s popularity was the idea 
that simplicity and artistry could work together and still be an affordable home. 
The style’s popularity spread quickly throughout the United States when plans 
were published in pattern books and popular magazines such as House Beautiful, 
Good Housekeeping, Ladies Home Journal, Bungalow Magazine and The 
Craftsman.8  Between 1910 and 1926 Bungalows became the most popular style of 
middle class architecture in south Florida.   In addition, companies such as Sears, 
Montgomery Ward,  Alladin and others began offering  pre-fabricated “Mail Order 
Houses,”  many of which were offered in the Bungalow style.9      
 
                                                            
5 Town of Palm Beach, Permit No. 8031652.  May 14, 1999. 
6 The term “Bungalow” was inspired by the British Colonial experience in India at the turn of the century.  Derived 
from either the Hindu name “Bania” that was used to describe a house built for the English Civil Service by native 
Indian labor,” or the Indian word “Bangle” which was a small thatched hut that the English adapted  with wide, 
covered verandas and an open floor plan to facilitate cross ventilation and protection in the hot dusty Indian 
climate.  Despite which derivation the word “Bungalow” comes from, the inspiration of the style is from India.    
7 Paul Duchschere, The Bungalow (New York: Penguin Studio, 1995). 
8 Virginia and Lee McAlester.  A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1984). P. 454 
9 Katherine Cole Stevenson and H. Ward Jandl,  House by Mail (New York:  John Wiley & Sons, 1986).   
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IV. Historical Information 
 
The early 1920s was a period of tremendous growth in the Town of Palm Beach.  
The Island had become the winter resort of America’s most influential families and 
the building boom was radically changing the face of the small community.  While 
Addison Mizner and a few other prominent Palm Beach architects were designing 
Mediterranean Revival style estates along the ocean and lake, demand for hotels, 
apartments and smaller residences grew.  Many of these smaller homes were built 
in the Shingle or Bungalow style.  By 1920 Ocean Boulevard was completed and 
motorist from the north were driving down to enjoy the popular winter resort town.  
Private residences such as 159 Australian Avenue were constructed as part of E.N. 
“Cap” Dimick’s development called Royal Park.  Dimick, who was the first mayor 
of the Town of Palm Beach, supplied streets, lighting, water mains, electricity and 
telephones to the area.10 
 
The 1921 City Directory is the first time the house at 159 Australian Avenue is 
listed in a city directory.11  At that time there were only seven other residences on 
Australian Avenue between the ocean and the lake.  A review of the 1924 Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Map shows 159 Australian Avenue as a one-and-a-half-story frame 
structure with a full front porch, a two-story frame rear garage apartment, and a 
one-story small frame outbuilding that no longer exists.  The Palm Beach Town 
Hall, which is just one block to the west, had not yet been constructed. 
 
On January 19, 1920, Delwin Mitchel Shepley contracted West Palm Beach 
builder Wesley A. Rhodehamel to build a house and garage at 159 Australian 
Avenue for $5500.12  Delwin and Alice Shepley and their son Raymond began to 
spend winters in Palm Beach in 1917, about the same time Delwin’s father Joseph 
T. Shepley began spending his winters in Lantana.13  The Shepleys moved 
permanently to Palm Beach and into the house at 159 Australian Avenue in 1920.  
Raymond started school in 1921, the year Palm Beach Public School opened.14    
The Shepleys lived in the house until 1932 when they moved to 124 Churchill 
Road in West Palm Beach.15  It is likely that the Shepleys rented out their house on 
Australian Avenue because between 1932 and 1937 various occupants are listed as 
living in the house.  However, in 1938, the year Delwin passed away at the age of 

                                                            
10 “Town of Palm Beach Historic Sites Survey,” 1997. P. 17. 
11  West Palm Beach City Directory, 1921.  
12 Town of Palm Beach Building Permit No. 7520.  
13 “Raymond Shepley Obituary,” The Palm Beach Post 5 July 2012.   
14 Ibid. 
15 “22,000 in Building Projects Announced,” The Palm Beach Post 25 May 1932. 

25



9 
 

66, the house is listed in the City Directory as “Shepholm” with Alice J. Shepley as 
the occupant.   
 
Delwin Shepley was born in 1872 in West Groton, Massachusetts, but after high 
school his family moved to Newport, Vermont where he worked in his father’s 
pulp mill.16  He married Alice J. Raymond in 1898 and settled in Sheldon Springs, 
Vermont where he and his father founded a pulp mill company.  Of Delwin and 
Alice’s three sons, Raymond was the only one to survive childhood.  Raymond 
Shepley graduated from Palm Beach High School in 1932 and Georgia Tech in 
1937, marrying Elizabeth “Betty” Hines Little of West Palm Beach that same year.  
After serving in the Army during World War II, Raymond returned to Palm Beach 
County and was active in several churches and hereditary societies.  Some of these 
included Sons of the American Revolution, Order of Colonial Wars, Society of 
Mayflower Descendents, Crown of Charlemagne, Jamestowne Society, Huguenot 
Society, Society of Descendents of Colonial Clergy, and several others, indicating 
his relatives were early descendents of the United States.17      
 
 In 1940, the house is still listed as “Shepholm” but Theodore and Gladys Cuyler 
are listed as the occupants.  The Cuyler’s lived there until 1947 and then for three 
years the house and garage apartment became rental property.  The house sat 
vacant from 1951 until it was purchased by A. Parker Bryant in 1957, and it 
remained in his family until 2011, when the current owners, Allan and Susan 
Kauffman, bought the house.  A. Parker Bryant was responsible for the 1966 
addition where a new bath was added, the master bedroom had an addition, the 
kitchen was remodeled, and central air conditioning was installed.18 All of the 
work took place on the first floor rear where it was not visible from the street.  The 
architect for this project was D.B.Scoville of West Palm Beach and the contractor 
was Lee Wolfhagen.  A. Parker Bryant was a very prominent Palm Beach Realtor 
from the 1930s to the 1980s.  He and his wife were avid tennis players and part of 
“Palm Beach Society.”  They were members of both the Everglades Club and the 
Bath and Tennis Club, and they were often mentioned in the Palm Beach Daily 
News entertaining at those clubs.19  A. Parker Bryant was also a proponent of 
historic preservation and served on the Town’s Landmarks Preservation 
Commission in the early 1980s. 
 
 
                                                            
16 “Delwin M. Shepley Dies at Home Here.”The Palm Beach Post, June 17, 1938. 
17 Raymond Shepley Obituary. 
18 Town of Palm Beach Building Permits No.66666. 
19 Archives Research in the Palm Beach Daily News, Numerous Articles from 1930s to 1980s. 
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V. Architects Biography 
 
There is no architect listed on the Building Permit for 159 Australian Avenue and 
therefore, like many of the more modest Palm Beach houses built in the 1920s, it 
was most likely designed and built by the listed contractor Wesley A. Rhodehamel.  
There is little information on Wesley A. Rhodehamel other than he was from 
Indianapolis, Indiana and in 1920 his office was located at 124 N. Olive Avenue  
and he lived at 306 Vallette Way, both in West Palm Beach.  The house at 306 
Vallette Way is currently part of the Mango Promenade Historic District, which is 
known for its early Bungalow style houses.   
 
VI. Statement of Significance 
 
The house at 159 Australian Avenue is a good example of the Bungalow style of 
architecture that was popular in the United States during the early decades of the 
twentieth century.  Because of the wide spread popularity of this style, this house 
not only “embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type,” 
fulfilling criteria (3), but also fulfills criteria (1) because it reflects a broad national 
trend. 
 
VII. Criteria For Designation  
 
Section 54-161 of the Town of Palm Beach Landmarks Preservation Ordinance 
outlines the criteria for designation of a landmark or landmark site and suggests 
that at least one criterion must be met to justify the designation.  Listed below are 
criteria which relate to this property and justification for designation: 
 

(1)   “Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, county or town.” 

 
  

Coming out of California and the Craftsman movement of the early twentieth 
century, the Bungalow style of architecture enjoyed widespread popularity 
throughout the United States.  Variations of the style were built in Palm Beach 
during the early years of the Island’s history.  This house is a good example of that 
national trend and as such deserves protection under criterion (1) of the Landmarks 
Preservation Ordinance. 
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(3)   “Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a 
specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of 
construction or use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.” 

 
The house at 159 Brazilian Avenue is a good example of the Bungalow style of 
architecture. It features distinguishing characteristics of the style that are unique to 
this site and make it valuable for study.  These characteristics include the low-
pitched side gable roof, wide eave overhangs, carved brackets, triangular knee 
braces under the gables, a front porch, dormers and contiguous bands of windows.  
Bungalows are an important fabric to the Town of Palm Beach but they are one of 
Palm Beach’s fastest disappearing styles.  159 Australian Avenue fulfills criterion 
(3) of the Town of Palm Beach Landmarks Preservation Ordinance. 
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EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING OF DECEMBER 19, 2012 

 
VIII. DESIGNATION HEARINGS: 

Item 1:  159 Australian Avenue  
Owner:  Allan & Susan Kauffman TR Titl Hldrs  
Kauffman Susan M & Kauffman Susan M TR  
Kauffman Allan W & Kauffman Allan W TR  
 
Call for disclosure of ex parte communication:  Disclosure by Mr. Cooney 
 
DESIGNATION REPORT PRESENTATION BY:  Janet Murphy, Murphy Stillings, LLC 
 
Ms. Murphy testified to the architecture, architectural history, and architect for this 1920 
Bungalow style residence pursuant to the information in the Designation Report for 159 
Australian Avenue.  She testified that this property meets the following criteria for 
landmark designation: 
 
Section 54-161 (1) Exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, county or town; and, 
 
Section 54-161 (3) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or is a 
specimen inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of construction or use 
of indigenous materials or craftsmanship. 
 
Mrs. Delp verified that proof of publication and proper legal service were achieved relative 
to this designation hearing. 
 
MOTION BY MR. FELDKAMP THAT THE DESIGNATION REPORT BE MADE 
A PART OF THE RECORD. 
MOTION SECONDED BY MR. SANCHEZ. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Commission members offered their thanks and appreciation to the property owners, who 
were present in the audience, for their support of the landmark designation. 
 
MOTION BY MR. FELDKAMP THAT 159 AUSTRALIAN AVENUE BE 
RECOMMENDED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR DESIGNATION AS A 
LANDMARK OF THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH, AND THAT THE CRITERIA, 
AS PRESENTED, BE MADE A PART OF THE RECORD. 
MOTION SECONDED BY MS. MARSHALL. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH
Town Council Meeting on: January 9, 2013

 

Section of Agenda
New Business - < 15 Minutes 
 

Agenda Title
VARIANCE #4-2013   The application of Virginia L. Mortara; relative to property commonly 
known as 319 El Vedado Road; described as Lot 52 and the West 25 feet of Lot 53, REVISED 
PLAT OF JUNGLE POINT ADDITION TO THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH, according to the 
plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 18, Page 21, of the Public Records of Palm Beach County, 
Florida; located in the R-A Zoning District. The applicant is requesting variances to allow 
construction of a 30 foot by 6 foot marginal dock located 10 feet from the West side yard property 
line in lieu of the 25 foot minimum set back required; to allow a 30 foot by 6 foot marginal dock 
located 10 feet from the Northern neighbor’s South side property line in lieu of the 25 foot 
minimum set back required; to allow a vessel to be docked at the proposed dock, which vessel 
would extend beyond the Applicant’s North neighbor’s side property line, but not the Applicant’s 
side property line. [Attorney: M. Daniel Logan] 
 

Presenter
John Page, Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building
 

Supporting Documents
l    Letter dated December 27, 2012, from John F. Cunningham 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH
Town Council Meeting on: January 9, 2013

 
Section of Agenda
New Business - < 15 Minutes 
 
Agenda Title
VARIANCE #5-2013   The application of 101 Indian Road, LLC, Robert G. Fessler, 
Manager/Member; relative to property commonly known as 101 Indian Road; described as 
Lengthy legal description in file; located in the R-A Zoning District. The proposal is to build a 
new, two story house with the following variances being requested: to allow the south side yard 
setback for the proposed residence to be 15 feet in lieu of the 30 foot minimum required for lots in 
excess of 60,000 square feet; to allow a north side yard setback for the proposed residence to be 
25.67 feet in lieu of the 30 foot minimum required; to allow the proposed residence to be 25 feet 
from the Town Bulkhead Line in lieu of the 51.6 foot minimum required when calculating the 
average of the houses to the north and south’s setback from the Town Bulkhead Line; to allow the 
overall building height to be 52.33 feet NGVD in lieu of the 48.39 maximum allowed when 
comparing the heights of the houses to the north and south. [Attorney: Maura A. Ziska]    
[ARCOM Recommendation: ARCOM motion to recommend approval of the variance failed 3-2 
as there were not enough members present to obtain the four affirmative votes necessary.]Request 
for Deferral to the February 13, 2013, Town Council Meeting, Per Letter Dated December 
26, 2012, from Maura A. Ziska. 
 
 
Presenter
John Page, Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building
 
Supporting Documents
l    Letter Dated December 19, 2012, from Francis X. J. Lynch 
l    Letter Dated December 19, 2012, from Ann &amp; Michael Small 
l    Letter Dated December 26, 2012 from Maura A. Ziska 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH
Town Council Meeting on: January 9, 2013

 
Section of Agenda
New Business - < 15 Minutes 
 
Agenda Title
SITE PLAN REVIEW #1-2013   The application of James M. Crowley, Esq. or John W. Little, 
III, Esq. on behalf of Sterling Palm Beach LLC; relative to property commonly known as 340 
Royal Poinciana Way; described as Lengthy legal description on file; located in the C-PC Zoning 
District. The applicant is requesting a site plan review modification to the Royal Poinciana Plaza 
parking lot due to the realignment of the new Flagler Memorial Bridge. The Florida Department of 
Transportation has condemned 8,388 square feet of the Plaza’s property for the realignment. The 
request is to restripe the Plaza, specifically the remaining portion of the northwest side of the 
property, to capture as many off-street parking spaces as possible of those which were lost. The 
redesign will result in 208 parking spaces in the northwest portion of the Royal 
Poinciana Plaza. [Attorneys: James M. Crowley, John W. Little]  
 
Presenter
John Page, Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building
 
Supporting Documents
l    Letter Dated December 21, 2012, from John R. Eubanks, Jr. 
l    E-mail Dated December 28, 2012, from John R. Eubanks, Jr. 
l    Letter dated January 3, 2013, from John R. Eubanks, Jr. 
l    Letter dated January 3, 2013, from John W. Little, III 
l    Undated Letter from William O. Cooley 
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